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Although  August  found  the  Wendell 
landscape  lush  and  unparched,  and 
late  November  found  Wendell  covered 
with  soow,  the  water-table  remains 
unusually  low.   A  condition  of 
drought  exists  in  Wendell. 

In  raid-November  CD.  Director  Al 
Diemand  and  Wendell  Selectmen  de- 
clared Wendell  to  be  in  a  state  of 
emergency.   We  were  reported  as 
suffering  "the  most  dramatic  example 
of  drought  conditions  threatening 
Franklin  County"  jy  tne  Greenfield 
Recorder.   The  extent  of  the  prob- 
lem was  researched  by  Town  Clerk 
Annie  Hartjens,  with  tne  help  of 
Elsie  Diemand  and  Lorraine  Kopec. 
Their  survey  of  a  cross  section  of 
private  and  public  wells,  the  only 
source  of  water  in  Wendell,  indic- 
ated 4-4.5  per  cent  of  the  wells 
dangerously  low  or  dry.   The  basic 
consensus  of  the  persons  polled 
pointed  to  a  water  level  drop  of 
9  ft.   When  the  information  gath- 
ered was  transposed  onto  a  map,  no 
particular  obvious  pattern  emerged 
with  the  exception  that  wells  on 
West  Rd.  appeared  to  be  in  a  little 
better  shape  than  other  areas. 
Otherwise,  the  shortage  does  not 
appear  to  be  related  to  population 
density  or  proximity.  As  Town  Clerk 
Hartjens  related,  "It  seems  to  be 
in  patches.   Up  the  street  some 
are  o.k.  and.  others  will  be  out. 
Even  some  artesian  wells  have  been 
having  problems."   Said  Joe  Hart- 
jens,  "It  seems  to  depend  on  the 
depth  of  the  well  ana  tne  (rock) 
ledge. . . " 

With  the  Farmer's  Almanac  for- 
casting  a  dry,  mild  winter,  Wend- 
ell citizens  are  coping  with  the 
probability  of  an  extended  water 
problem  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Although  the  shortage  is  seen  as 
an  inconvenience,  Wendellites  have 
built  their  routines  around  it  and 
are  showing  no  alarm.   As  CD. 
Director  Al  Diemand  says,  "every- 
thing is  under  control  because "Wen- 
dell people  are  making  do ,  and 
doing  with  less." 

Where  private  efforts  fall  short,, 
the  officials  and  departments  of 
Wendell  have  been  quick  to  fill  in. 
Emergency  measures  tc  meet  the 
Town's  needs,  are  presently  in  eff- 
ect, and  long  range  planning  is 
taking  place  involving  the  Select- 


The  special  Town  Meeting  to  be 
held  on  December  9  will  focus  on 
making  adjustments  to  hold  our  tax 
rate  steady.  According  to  a  conver- 
sation with  Ken  Simos,  selectboard 
chairman,  this  tailoring  is  neces- 
sary in  the  wake  of  Proposition  2 
which  was  passed  by  Massachusetts 
voters  on  the  November  ballot.  Fur- 
ther as  a  result  of  a  recent  audit 
of  Wendell's  books,  money  has  been 
found  in  neglected  accounts  which 
may  be  used  by  various  town  depart- 
ments if  those  funds  are  approp- 
riately transferred. 

Simos  says  that  because  of  Prop- 
osition 2  the  levy  on  Wendell  tax- 
payers 'must  be  the  same  as  the  1979 
rate".  The  Annual  Town  Meeting, 
however,  has  appropriated  approxi- 
mately $24,140  more  to  be  collected 
in  taxes  for  this  fiscal  year.  Fur- 
ther, the  reimbursement  from  the 
State  Forest  payment  in  lieu  of 
taxes  is  approximately  $10,000  less 
than  last  year.  In  order  to  correct 
this  imbalance  voters  may  dip  into 
the  $160,000  certified  "free  cash" 
account.  There  will  also  be  an  es- 
timated $10,540  loss  in  vehicle  ex- 
cise revenue  because  of  the  tax  cut 
proposition 

There  is  about  $37,500  in  three 
old  accounts,  the  Assessors  Overlay 
Surplus,  sale  of  Town  Land,  and 
sale  of  timber  from  Town  Land.  If 

these  funds  are  transferred,  they 
could  be  used  for  a  new  backhoe  for 
the  Highway  Dept. ,  an  extension  for 
the  Town  Library,  the  Electrical 
Inspector's  salary,  and  an  urgently 
needed  inspection  of  the  bridge  to 
Farley  Center. 

Simos  also  noted  that  the  select 
board  and  Health  Department  are 
working  on  a  deal  with  the  Town  of 
Eew  Salem  to  share  the  costs  of  our 
dump  transfer  station.  This  shared 
use  agreement  could  save  Wendell 
nearly  $4,000. 

Please  seepage  lOfor  Special 
Town  Meeting  Warrant. 
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by  Ingrid  Pfohl 


On  Nov.  16  and  17,  between  15  to 
20  Wendell  women  participated  in 
the  Women's  Pentagon  Action  in  Wash 
ington,  D.C  The  purpose  of  the 
action  was  to  protest  the  current 
rise  in  military  spending  and  plan- 
ning. They  are  not  only  afraid  for 
their  own  lives,  but  also  for  the 
lives  of  their  children  and  friendst 
They  fear  that  an  escalation  of  the 
military  will  jeapordize  the  exist- 
ance  of  the  world  as  we  know  it. 
Most  of  the  women  traveled  to 
Washington  on  chartered  buses  from 
Northampton  on  Sat.  night,.  On  Sun- 
day, they  gathered  together  with 
about  2000  other  women  from  the 
Northeast  to  attend  workshops  on 
such  issues  as  Women  and  Militarism, 
ecology,  racism,  health  and  other 
issues. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  protest- 
ers met  at  the  gates  of  Arlington 
National  Cemetary  and  walked  silent- 
ly to  the  Pentagon.  Once  there, they 
expressed  mourning,  rage,  empower- 
ment and  defiance.  The  Pentagon  was 
completely  surrounded  at  one  point 
by  the  women  holding  scarves  and 
ribbons  between  them.  Later  about 
170  women  participated  in  non- 
violent civil  disobedience  by 
blocking  5  entrances  to  the  build- 
ing. They  were  arrested  and  put  in- 
to various  jails  in  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia.  The  women  who  plead- 
ed guilty  were  bound  with  arm, 
waist,  and  ankle  shackles  and 
transported  to  a  Federal  Penitenti*» 
ary  in  West 'Virginia.  As  of  this 
writing,  one  Wendell  woman  is  stil] 
in  an  Alexandria  jail  awaiting 
trial. 

Another,  larger  action  is  plan- 
ned for  this  coming  Mother's  Day. 
A  meeting  of  all  Wendell/New  Salem 
women  who  attended  this  action, 
or  who  would  have  liked  to  and 
couldn't,  who  would  like  to  suppori 
future  actions — meet  toaether-- 
Dec.  11th,  7:00  p.m.  at  Debbie, 
Sue  and  Janice's  house. 
5^4_2845. 
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And  townspeople  have  cer- 
tainly pulled  together  to  help  each 

:■  cope       Their  dry  wells — 
whet      te  aid  was  official  or 
just  neighborly,  it  was  reassuring 
we  can  help  each  other. 

The  criss-crossing  of  firewood 
and  lo      trucks  keeps  the  traf- 
y  on  our  small  roads.  The 
■ooming  of  cordv/ood  stacks  did 
nut  happen  by  magic.  Our  first  snow 
makes  its  obvious  demands  on  shovel- 
ers  and  the  town  road  ere  . 

But  winter's  arrival  often  slows 
the  pace.  Perhaps  as  this  happens 
we  can  rekindle  the  serious  thought 

.romised  to  give  the  Mahar  issue 
at  the  August  Town  Meeting.  Such 
careful  consideration  should  make 
our-  spring-time  decision  a  more  sat- 
ist;.      ne. 
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Cultural  exchange  with  the 
Soviet  Union?  Certainly.  Ballet 
troupes  and  orchestras  are  all 

well,  but  those  talented 
specialists  are  not  of  the  warp 
and  woof  of  either  countr.  . 
not  go  to  the  top,  with  Brezhnev 

here  and  Reagan  going 
the: 

If  the  Ho.1  Russian  pops  in. 
for  "talks"  in  Washington  or  for 

•.troversial  session  at  the 
ne  is  obsessed  with  official 
responsibilities,  is  subconscious- 
ly or  consciously  fending  off 
the  American  menance.  He  knows 
nothing  of  us  no±-  we  of  hi  . 

Let  the  selectmen  of  Wendell 
invite  Brezhnev. to  stay  with  us 
for  a  week,  or  ten  days  as  guest 
of  tne  town.  There  are  homes  as 
comfortable  as  any  in  Russia 
that  would  recei      .  and  his 
interpreter,  hosts  ..     aid.  not 
be' afraid  that  the  terrible  vis- 
itOi      Id  slit  the  throats  of 
our  child   .   revailing  suspi- 
cions -would  require  that  the  dis- 
tinguished foreign  official  be 
under  heavy  security.  Let  him 
bring  his  own  secret  service 
people,  police,  soldiers  with 
their  radio  equi      ox  .hat- 

ever.  Station  them  in  surround- 
ing posts —  C  Mon- 
tague, Shutesbury,  but  not  in 
Wendell.  After  he  has  seen  all 

of  our  tov/n,  including  that 
place  of  secret  weapondry  called 
"New  Egypt" ,  or  "Little  Egypt" , 


he  may  be  taken  to  talk  with 
ordinary  Americans  in  nearby 
centers  of  comparative  bustle 
like  Greenfield.  However,  the 
reassuring  society  of  Wendell 
should  be  the  daily  environment. 
Soon  he  might  be  asking  him- 
self ,  "Why  have  I  been  standing 
atop  Lenin's"  tomb  in  Red  Square 
reviewing  tanks  and  rockets 
prepared  against  these  people?" 
Similarly,  dear  Editor,  let 
Reagan  be  invited  to  spend  a 
period  in,  say  a  Soviet  rural 
village  taken  at  random.  Who- 
ever has  visited  a  cooperative 
farm  community  in  the  Ukraine 
v/ould  like  to  see  our  chief  man  as 
a  guest  there  for  a  while  to  dis- 
abuse his  mind  of  the  necessity  of 
more  and  more  appropriations  for 
arms  in  competition  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  He  would  be  de-fused  by  an 
old  woman  who  has  just  received 
her  share  of  the  honey  produced  on 
the  farm,  has  eggs  and  milk  and  red 
apples.  Or  our  president  may  watch 
a  man  recoating  his  log  house  with 
stucco  (really  mud).  He  is  making 
a  game  of  it,  stands  off  and  slings 
the  sticky  stuff  that  makes  his 
home  waterproof.  There  is  school 
and  hospital  and  stock-breeding 
station;  if  the  president  must 
go  to  church  he  can  find  one  not 
far  away  in  spite  of  the  reputation 
of  that  godless  country. 

The  essayist  Charles  Lamb 
was  walking  in  a  London  street 
with  a  friend.  When  a  celebrity 
passed  them  Lamb  cried,  "I  hate 
that  man!"  "Why",  said  his  friend, 
"you  don't  even  know  him".  Lamb's 
reply  was,  "If  I  knew  him  I  could 
not  hate  him" . 

B.M. 

The  three  of  us  stood  in  the 
chill  October  wind  and  stared  down 
into  the  hole.  We  waited.  Burt 
Goddard  lit  another  cigarette.  Dry 
dirt  and  cold  wind,  I  thought,  and 
my  mind  drifted  to  a  hot  July  eve- 
nin  and  a  long  co  3l  shower  at  the 
end  of  the  day.   What  if  we  couldn't 
find  water  and  the  ponds  in  town 
froze  and  the  big  red  truck  didn't 
come  rumbling  up  the  driveway  to 
fill  our  old  well.   Warren  picked 
ap  a  small  stone,  held  it  for 
\  moment,  and  said,  "Watch  where 
this  lands,  Ed."   He  aimed  and  toss- 
ed the  stone  down  into  the  hole.  I 
v/atched  but  saw  nothing.   "There's 
your  water,  rxght  near  the  stone." 
I  looked  again  and  saw  just  dry 
dirt.   Then  a  glisten  coming  from 
the  side  of  the  hole  about  7  feet 
down  caught  my  eye... 

That  morning  Warren  S.  Oliver 
had  arrived  with  his  backhoe ,  dis- 
mounted and  surveyed 
round  my  house.  He  walkeo.  to  an 
area  .own  from  the  house  and  very 
quickly  chose  an  area  that  he 
thought  v/ould  be  a  good  place  to 
dig.   Better  give  Burt  a  call, 
see    he  can  come  up  to  check 
this."  15  minutes  later  Burt 
drove  up ?  ^is  witching  stick  on 
the  seat  next  to  him. 

We  all  walked  to  the  general  area 
Warren  had  picked  but  now  Warren 
and  I  stepped  aside  while  Burt  be- 
gan to  do  his  magic.  His  Y  shaped 
stick  gripped  firmly,  Burt  walked 
slowly  back  and  forth,  criss  cross- 
ing through  the  dry  grass.  Then  in 
a  flash  the  point  of  the  stick  dove 


to  the  spot.  Burt  picked  up  a  twig 
and  forced  it  into  the  ground... 

Two  days  later,  after  work  I  con- 
nected the  black  pipe  coming 
through  my  cellar  wall  to  the  pump. 
I  turned  it  on  and  waited.  The 
pressure  needle  danced  slowly  up  to 
40  pounds. 

Three  days  later,  I  dropped  a 
rope  and  stone  into  the  new  well  to 
check  its  depth.  Somehow  in  the 
middle  of  the  worst  drought  in 
years  those  two  men  found  us  six 
and  a  half  feet  of  good  New  England 
water.  We  thank  them.  And  we  thank 
the  ladies  and  men  of  the  Wendell 
Fire  Dept.  for  the  dozen  or  more 
trips  up  to  our  place  for  our  sup- 
ply of  water  when  the  well  was  dry. 

Ed  Judice 


I  would  like  to  express  my  sup- 
port for  the  women's  action  that 
has  been  happening  in  Washington. 
I  find  that  their  courageous  stand 
for  what  they  believe  to  be  right 
has  made  me  think  about  my  beliefs. 
Although  I  may  not  always  agree 
totally  with  other  people's  con- 
victions, I  can  only  respect  some- 
one who  places  their  beliefs  on  the 
line.   History  has  shown  that  ind- 
ividuals who  offer  their  personal 
freedom  or  lives  in  jeopardy  to 
make  a  statement  have  paid  the 
price  for  the  changes  that  have 
made  my  world  a  better  place.   I 
wish  the  women  the  best  in  their 
search  for  peace  and  safety  for  us 
all.   I  also  wish  that  women  in 
the  other  major  nations  could  en- 
gage their  governments  in  seeing 
the  foolishness  of  armorment  that 
could  annihilate  all  life  as  we 
know  it. 

Respectfully, 

R.    Droben 
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Jonathan  von  Ranson 

Gary  Holmes  of  Stone  Road  and 
his  son,  Jeff,  31/2,  are  doing  fine 
and  living  with  Gary's  sister  and 
her  husband  in  Northfield  a  month 
after  their  house  and  barn  burned 
to  the  ground.  Gary  has  already 
begun  a  new  home  in  the  field  be- 
hind the  former  house,  the  old 
Collins  place,  which  burned  with 
nc  one   at   home  shortly  before  noon 
September  30th. 

The  old  house  had  been  built  in 
the  1920's,  according  to  Gary,  and 
had  a  woodstove  connected  to  an 
outside  chimney  built  recently. 
Fire  Chief  Everett  Richetts  attrib- 
uted the  fire  to  creosote  build-up 
in  the  metal  stovepipe  which  led 
from  the  stove  to  a  Metalbestos 
section  through  the  wall  which,  in 
turn,  led  to  the  chimney. 

Gary  returned  home  after  a  short 
errand  to  see  his  house  in  flames. 
He  told  neighbors  that  he  had  had 
a  fire  in  the  stove  the  night  be- 
fore, and  said  the  fire  was  practic 
ally  burned  out  when  he  left  late 
in  the  morning  to  take  his  three 
pigs  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

Robin  Pierce  of  Stone  Road,  who 
lives  opposite,  reported  the  fire. 
He  said  he  heard  a  crackling  sound, 
and  when  he  went  to  investigate, 
flames  v/ere  already  licking  out  the. 
second  story  windov/s.  By  the  time 
'Wendell  firemen  arrived  a  few  min- 
utes later,  the  house  was  engulfed 
in  flames.  The  Orange  and  Millers 
Falls  fire  departments  assisted  the 
Wendell  department  at  the  scene. 

Gary  expressed  his  appreciation 
to  the  people  of  Wendell  for  their 
support  and  particularly  to  Gladys 
Powling.  Mrs.  Powling  took  up  a 
collection  for  the  family  after  the 
fire.  The  father  is  on  a  disability 
leave  from  Millers  Falls  Tool  Co. 
due  to  a  back  injury. 
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The  summer  caterpillar  pestilence 
has  passed.  Wendell  is  now  in  the 
grips  of  drought.  This  sequence 
brings  to  mind  an  old  tale  that 
Wendell  supposedly  once-upon-a-time 
had  an  Indian  curse  laid  upon  it. 
Does  anyone  have  historic  informa- 
tion about  this  old  morbid  rumor, 
that  we  may  lay  it  to  rest? 
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A  nine  hundred  foot  deep  artesian 
well?   In  Wendell?   Joe  Hart j ens 
remembered  a  locax  tale  told  to  him 
by  his  father,  and  had  it  checked 
out.   Yes,  in  Mormon  Hollow  on  the 
land  of  Artel  Bourbeau  is  such  a 
well.   The  well  once  ran  two 
factories;,  water  gushed  up  from  the, 
well  and  was  held  in  a  water  tower. 
Now,  however;  the  well  is  capped. 
Because  of  the  possibility  of  great 
pressure  benind  the  cap,  an  expert 
would  be  needed  to  restore  the  well 
to  use.   The  current  question  is, 
who  capped  .the  well?   That  person 
could  provide  invaluable  informa- 
tion. 

More  on  this  at  a  later  date... 


by  Brenda  Vincent 
Approximately  40  people  took  the 
Frank.  Co.  Energy  Project's  (FCEP) 
solar  tour  of  Wendell  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  8.  Though  not  well  attended  by 
Wendell  residents  themselves,  the 
tour  led  by  Daria  Fisk  drew  persons 
from  as  far  as  Charlemont  and  Heath 
who  had  heard  of  Wendell ' s  prolif- 
eration of  innovative,  owner-built 
solar  systems.  The  FCEP,  which  has 
conducted  tours  of  most  towns  in 
the  county,  says  the  tours  offer  an 
opportunity  to  view  some  of  the 
best  examples  of  active  and  passive 
solar  systems.  Sites  are  selected 
for  their  design  and  construction 
quality,  for  their  cost-effective- 
ness and  for  their  variety.  Each 
tour  includes  one  or  more  solar 
houses,  solar  greenhouses  and  domes- 
tic hot  water  systems. 

The  first  site  on  the  tour  was 
George  Butler's  passive  solar  house 
on  Bear  Mt.  Rd.  Currently  under 
construction,  George's  home  is  a 
timber  frame  half  Cape  with  an  at- 
tached sun  room.  The  sun  room  ad- 
mits light  during  the  day  via  fiber 
glass  glazing.  Heat  is  absorbed  by 
the  concrete  sunroom  floor  and  in- 
terior stone  and  mortar  south  wall 
common  to  the  sunrcom  and  the  main 
house.   At  night  the  heat  is 
re-radiated  by  this  thermal  mass  to 
both  the  sun  room  and  the  main 
house.   This  solid  back  wall  is  a 
unique  feature  of  George's  design 
as  it  affords  radiation  to  the 
house  rather  than  merely  back  to 
the  sunspace  itself.  George  figures 
that,  without  night-time  shutters, 
the  10'  x  20'  sunroom  should  pro- 
vide 30%  of  the  heat  for  the  18'  x 
28'  house.  When  he  obtains  the 
shutters,  he  hopes  to  increase  the 
figure  to  45%. 

The  system  uses  no  fans  or 
thermostats;  as  with  all  solar  sys- 
tems, critical  factors  are  the  re- 
lationships of  the  amount  of  glaz- 
ing, the  size  of  the  thermal  mass, 
color  of  the  thermal  mass  and  the 
size  of  the  area  to  be  heated. 
With  the  help  from  local  stonemas- 
on, Johnathan  von  Ranson,  George  is 
constructing  his  home  himself  at 
an  anticipated  cost  of  $27,000. 

Next  stop  on  the  tour  was  Bobby 
and  Brenda  Vine em; ' s  on  Cooley- 
ville  Rd.  Here,  Bobby  designed  and 
constructed  a  24'  x  8'  solar  ver- 
tical hot-air  collector  for  space 
heating.  Built  along  the  south 
wall  of  a  40'  x  36'  woodworking 
shOp ,  the  collector  provides  warm 
daytime  air  to  the  two-room  shop. 
It  is  constructed  with  a  metal 
lath  as  the  absorber  plate,  short 
PVC  pipe  sections  for  upper  air  and 
lower  air  flow,  and  Kalwall  glazing. 
Bob  calculates  the  collector  should 
provide  30%  of  the  heat  for  the 
large  shop,  currently  heated  by  two 
■■'oodburning  stoves.   The  system, 
just  completed  this  fall,  cost  a 
mere  $300  for  materials  and  took 
Bob  less  than  4  days  to  build. 


The  group  also  viewed  the  Vin- 
cents' new  freestanding  greenhouse 
a  200  sq.  ft.  structure  with  240  sq 
ft.  of  south-facing  Kalwall 
glazing,  with  an  additional  lining 
of  polyethylene.   The  system 
(950  gals,  of  waterj  as  its  ther- 
mal mass.  Bobby  designed  the 
structure  himself,  and  built  it  at 
a  cost  of  $1300,  making  it,  accord- 
ing to  FCEP,  one  of  the  most  cost- 
effective  greenhouses  around. 

The  group  visited  the  attached 
solar  greenhouse  of  Ann  Zak  and 
Bev  Cowdrick  on  LocksVillage  Rd. 
It  was  designed  and  constructed 
entirely  by  women,  a  team  of  whom 
held  a  women's  building  workshop 
as  part  of  the  construction  pro- 
cess. The  15'  x  9'  structure  util- 
izes thermopane  panels  with  custom 
made  window  quilts  for  both  night 
insulation  and  summer  shading. 
Black  honeytins  filled  with  water 
act  as  thermal  mass,  providing 
"more  than  enough"  heat  storeage, 
as  the  owners  cite  the  difficulty 
of  using  a  greenhouse  addition  for 
both  home  heating  and  growing 
plants,  as  their  greenhouse  tends 
to  become  too  hot  for  horticulture 
The  structure  cost  the  women  $280C 

Other  sites  on  the  tour  were 
outside  Wendell.  In  Shutesbury, 
David  Brown's  small  household 
scale  hydroelectric  plant  gener- 
ates alternating  current  and  sup- 
plies most  household  needs.  The 
passive  solarhouse  of  Dick  Koni- 
chek  and  Martha  Bunce  was  custom 
designed  and  built  at  a  cost  of 
$48/sq.ft.  The  house  features  a 
one  and  a  half  story  solar  green- 
house which  is  expected  to  pro- 
vide 40  -  50%  .of  the  home's  heat. 


County  and  state  officials, 
regional  business  interests,  en- 
vironmentalists -  all  those  who 
have  been  pressing  one  way  or 
another  for  a  decisinn  on  Route  2 
can  relax.  The  construction  adver- 
tising date  has  been  established 
by  the  Capital  Expenditure  and 
Program  Office  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works.  The  Department 
estimate  is  that  bids  will  be 
called  for  in  1999.'  Now  if  we 
can  just  get  that  Final  Environ- 
mental Impact  Statement  sub- 
mitted by  1995 


;    <fjprmcy      f 

Tj&ciptions  fflki~  -medital supplies  if 
^   Cfrds  -  qifrts  ~  Jrundry  item  fj\  1 1 


KIMBALL  -  COOKE 


SERVING 

ATHOL 

AREA 


INSURANCE 

SINCE  1936 

ALL  LJNES 

CURTIS  M.   KIMBALL 

FRANK   MAGRONE  JR. 

CURTIS  J.   RAND 

CHARLES  J.   WINN 

249-3273 


yo  u  R/  Independent  1 
i Insurance,  f /agent  j 


WENDELL  TOWN  HALL 

id  a 

. 
and  a  half  of 
service. 

=d  the  civ         I  a 

arle;  Rd." 

•  ected. 

'•- 
. 
In;      ed  cler        t  cpen- 
r  (l)Plani 

LI  ,  (2)Schcol  Sti 

..  am  an  for  Garage/ 
ee. 
i 

quested  $.25/ 
-  board  raise  for 
.  Full  time  help  only. 

Present  Request 
f-  ~      -03 
11)   4.      5-20 
(pari.)   4.50 
LI)       3-75    4-00 
art)       3-50 

The  board  as]         "eek  to 
on,  but  any  raise 
shall  be  r        /"e  to  Sept. 
1,  1980.  Ed  £  would 

e  rais<      en  6.5 

Discusser:         the  CO:  . 
er  Diver:     Projecl  . 

Di scussed  the  setting  of  a  work 

•    Joc 
Wil ' 

Full  .     err- 

6".  "01  6.19 

5.20  5.30 

.00        4.13 
Par-  .yees  rates 

will    be   considered  r  ek. 

ap- 
. 

-    I 

Skreba 
- 
.  Robert  Heller. 
Robert  L- 
Salem  a  Officer  for  the  Swift 

Rive 

. 
11  be  removed 
Lll  coj  tact  t: 
Ervn  g  Board   of  Selectmen  to  try 
to  get  the  bridge  r< 

Fir       .    rett  Rioketts  anc 

'jre 
in  ':  .  Head 

: 

Sept. 25,  1 

jule  of  the 

■  est 
to 

or,  Joe  . 

ised  2  ;   .     .     .Survey  or 
Williams  stated  that  about  all  he 
can  do  this  year  is  add  s  little 
gravel  where       needed 
Selectman  Sirr.os  stated 
jor  work  will  be  done       ear 
but  that  it  will  be  made  pi 
before  winter.  The  Soule's  further 
requested  that  they  have  their 
road  plowed  the  day  of  a  storm, 
not  2  or  3  days  later. 
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Glad     -'ling  and  Colleen  Ben- 
Lnted  to  the  High  School 
Stud        bee.  Lorraii  e  Kcpec 
3  appointed  to  the  Garage/Fire 
itudy  Committee. 
Discussed  Erving  Center  Brio 
Joe  Williams  reported  that  a  steel 
beam  has  fallen  off.  The  Board 
voted  to  close  the  bridge  until  jl 

: ected  by  an  engineer, 
either  in  conjunction  with  the 
Erving  or  without. 

Sept.  ;  . 

The  Sel        -  formed  Hwy.  Sur- 
veyor Will      ;hat  he  has  all  the 

in  locating  private 
drivewa; 

The  Board  had  Ex. Sec.  Guering 
send  a  letter  to  State  Highway 

;ineer  Hocy  requesting  help  and 
information  on  the  Farley  Road 
and  Old  Farley  Road  bridges  that 
cross  the  Millers -River. 

Oct.  7,  1980 

Before  the  Bid  Opening  at  7:30, 
Ken  Simos  questioned  why  we  do  not 
use  the  sand  from  Haski n ' s  pit  on 
the  Plain  Rd.  for  our  winter  high- 
way use. 

Ted  explained  that  the  sand, 
from  the  Plain  Rd.  and  other  loca- 
tions in  Wendell  is  too  fine  and 
also  contains  a  lot  of  clay.  This 
local  sand,  freezes  into  large 
chunks  that  will  not  go  through  the 
spreader  without  an  extra  man  on 
the  truck.  This  local  sand,  has  no 
sticking  power,  therefore  requir- 
ing &  lot  of  salt.  The  sand  we  have 
purchased  in  the  past,  through  this 
bid  process  had  done  a  much  better 
,lob  with  less  salt  and  less  strain 
on  the  equipment. 

Conclusion*  The  sard  that  we 
purchase  1.  is  1  ess- expensive  to 
spread,  2.  does  e  better  job,  3. is 
much  easier  on  the  equipment. 

7:30  pm.:  Bid  Opening  for  Winter 
Highway  Sand. 

1.  .  orthfield  Sand  &  Gravel  3.10/T 

.   .L.  Frye  Inc.  3-00/cu.yd. 

3.  G  &  S  Lyman  4.80/cu.yd. 

4.  Warner  Bros.  Inc.  4.20/Ton 

Bid  awarded  to  B.L.  Frye  Inc. 

Selectman  Wes  Thompson  of  Erving 
was  present  and  he  informed  the 
Board  that  Erving  will  have  a  firm 
price  on  an  engineering  survey  for 
the  01c  Farley  Rd.  Bridge  (Erving 
Center)  and  the  Farley  to  Wendell 
Bri.dge  by  next  week.  Wendell  will 
have  its  cost  'estimates  ready  with- 
in the  next  few  weeks,  also. 

Ken  stated  that  we  are  looking 
toward  Dec.  or  Jan.  to  apply  for 
grants  to  get  the  Old  Farley  Rd. 
Bridge  repaired.  Ted  stated  that 
he  would  li.ke  to  see  both  bridges 
evaluated  now  so  that  we  will  be 
prepared  for  the  future. 

The  expanded  Secondary  Scnool 
Study  Committee  met  with  the  Bo.- 
to  bear  their  charge  of  duties.  Mem- 
bers present:  Christine  Heard,  Col- 
leen Bennett ,  and  Gladys  Powling. 
Absent  were  Cheryl  Richardson  and 
DuCharrne.  Ken  stated  that  Kay 
0  be  replaced.  No  ac- 


tion can  be  taken  until  he  resigns 
ii  writing  to  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  Selectmen  charged  the  Com- 
mittee with  the  following  duties: 

1.  Make  a  report  available  to  the 
Town  at  least  two  weeks  before  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 

2.  Include  in  the  report  that  one 
Town,  can  stop  any  building  pro- 
gram at  Mabar. 

Dorothy  Serena  was  given  per- 
mission to  use  the  Town  Hall  on 
Sat.  Nov.  8th  for  a  concert,  etc. 
(Women's  Works) 

Signed  a  petition  requesting 
the  Restructuring  of  Telephone 
Exchange  Areas:  and  Service. 

Oct.  14,  1980 

The  Board  agreed  to  pay  ex- 
penses for  Ken  to  go  to  Boston  on 
Wed.  to  attend  a  Pesticide  Board 
Hearing. 

Began  discussing  articles  for 
a  Special  Town  Meeting. 

1.  Back-hoe  -  Revenue  Sharing 

2.  Bri.dge  evaluation. 

3.  Electrical  Insp.  Salary 

4.  Purchase  Town  Pond. 

5.  Accept  Ch.  90 

6.  Free  Cash  for  Taxes. 

Bd.  of  Health  Member  David 
Wilder  informed  the  Selectmen  that 
more  room  is  needed  at  the  dump  to 
handle  brush  etc.  It  was  agreed  by 
both  boards  that  Dump  Custodian 
Ken  Wing  should  cut  the  trees  and 
get  the  wood  for  his  services.. 
Jim  Miller  requested,  the  use 
of  the  Town  Hall  for  a  free  dance 
sometime  in  the  future.'.  He  will 
inform  us  of  possible  date. 

Oct.  21,  1980 

At  the  request  of  the  Secondary 
School  Study  Committee  members  pre- 
sent, Jerome  Barilla  was  appointed 
to  that  committee  to  take  the  place 
of  Ra.ymand.  DuCharrne  who  was  never 
sworn  in  . 

Lincoln  Soule  of  tie  Board  of 
Health  presented  the  Board  a  copy 
of  a  tentative  agreement  between 
New  Salem  and  Wendell  for  New 
Salem  to  use  our  Rubbish  Transfer- 
Station  until  the  end  Of  this  fis — 
calf  year.  The  Board  asked  Lincoln 
tc  have  our  Town  Counsel  review  the 
material  before  ii;  is  presented  to 
New  Salem. 

Assessor  June  Lewis  reviewed 
some  amounts  that  have  been  uncov — 
ered  by  the  state  audit.  June  re- 
quested that  the  Selectmen  call  a 
Special  Town  Meeting  and  include 
an  article  to  use  $100,000  from 
"Free  Cash"  to  reduce  the  tax  rate. 
Ken  stated  that  he  would,  li.ke  to 
put  off  any  comment  on  this  request 
until  the  full  board  is  present. 
He  further  stated  that  in  his  opin- 
ion that  he  felt  that  the  Selectmen 
would  like  to  see  the  tax  rate  re- 
main stable  at  approximately  last 
year's  rate  and  not  take  a  big  drop 
one  year,  then  a  big  jump  upward 
the  next.  Ken  further  stated  that 
the  Board  would  like  tc  see  a  new 
garage  built  out  of  some  of  our 
Free  Cash. 

Jim  Miller  gave  the  Board  sever- 
al dates  for  his  Dance  Free  propos- 
al that  he  made  lawst  week.  1.  Nov. 
8  in  conjunction  with  the  Women's 
Works.  2.  Dec.  13,  and  3. .Jan.  24. 
Approval  en  a  tidal  basis  was 
given. 

Picked  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers 
Cor  Nov.  4th  Election: 


ALL  LAY 


NIGhT  C 


X, 


Gwen  Soule       Kathj  Becker 

Nettie  Cole      Donna  Barnes 

Dolores  Willi  iston  Gail  Eardsley 

Muriel  Accij-Poi    Linri?  Kosud.fr' 

Correction  to  minutes  of  Oct. 14 
Purchase  of  Town  Pond  should  reed 
Purchase  of  Town  Pound  -  Montague 
Road  as  a  historical!  project. 

Met  with  the  Finance  Committee: 
to  ir.forr  it  en  of  the  upcoming 
Special  Town  Meeting.  Discussed 
the  articles  suggested  last  week. 
The  Finance  Commit  Lee  will  mi 
with-  the  Selectmen  next  Tuesday 
to  write  the  articles  for  the 
Special  Town  Meeting. 

Oct.  £8,  1980 

The  majority  of  tonights  meeting 
discussing  articles  of  the  up- 
coming Special  Town  Meeting  with 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Discussed  the  c.\  4  ei- 

ms  in  the  Town..  Select: 

Boland  \willl  speak  with  our  CD. 
Director  Al  Di  errand  ' 
help  he  car;  offer. 

The  Board  instruitec  the  Clerk 
to  contact  Fire  Chief  Richetts 
and  ask  him  to  subm.i1  a  supple- 
mental budget  to  cover  the  costs 
of  gasoline  and  labor.  Up  to  now, 
the  men  who  fill  home  own  ers'  wells 
have  been  donating  their  t.jim  . 

Respectfully  Submitted , 
Harry  S.  Will  iston  III 
Clerk 


Officially,  a  construction 
date  for  the  Northfield  diver- 
sion has  been  put  'on  hold.   Plans 
for  the  mammoth  project  are, 
however,  going  forward.   That  was 
the  report  given  at  a  meetxng  in 
Springfield  in  October  with  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 
(MDC),  Northfield  Citizen's 
Advisory  Committee  (NCAC),  con- 
sulting engineers  and  others  in 
attendance. 

Tom  Guerino ,  Wendell's 
shared  administrative  assistant 
toi-  tixe  Wendell  Post,  "This  is 
Phase  I,  where  the  scope  of  the 
study  is  firmed  up." 

The  study  now  underway  should 
consider  all  possible  alterna- 
tives to  the  diversion ,  and  has 
thus  been  renamed  "The  MDC  Wate: 
Supply  Study  and  EIR"  (Environ- 
iBc».uai  Impact  Report). 

Robie  Hubley  of  MCAC  and  Mass 
Audubon  insisted  that  all  tne 
alternatives  be  studied  equally 
seriously.   Those  alternatives 
include:   1.   No  action    2. 
Conservation  (including  repair 
of  leaks)    3-   Northfield  di- 
version  4.   Miller's  River 
divers^Wx.   5.  Quabbin  Waters. 
_,hed  Management  (for  greater 
runoff)   6.  Connecticut   River 
diversion   7-      Upper  Sudbury 
(SucLbux-y  ana  Concord  diversion) 
8.   Abandoned  Sources   9-   Fly- 
mouth  Aquifier   10.   Desalin- 
ization. 

While  a  "construction  date  of 
2020  is  set,  dry  years  like  this 
one  might  accelerate  the  pro- 
ject.  The  immediate  effects 
for  Wenaell  would  be  land  taken 
by  eminent  domain  to  dump  tne 
spoilage  from  the  tunnel  and 
subsurface  rights  similarly  taken 
for  the  tunnel  itself  .   In 
Wendell,  the  progress  of  this 
project  is  being,  monitored  by 
the  Selecrboa_L-d. 
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As  1980  rapidly  nears  its  end, 
the  Bicentennial  Committee  is 
"honing  in"  on  some  specific  events 
to  make  the  town's  200th  birthday 
a  truly  memorable  and  festive  cel- 
ebration. One  of  the  projected 
events  is  a  picnic  on  the  town  com- 
mon featuring  old  fashioned  music 
played  by  a  live  band. 

"By  old  fashioned  music,"  says 
Emma  Cappelluzzo , one  of  the  Bicen- 
tennial Committee  members,  "we  have 
in  mind  music  that  is  pre-1950 — 
music  from  the  20' s,  30' s,  American 
folk  music,  songs  like  'Swanee 
River'  and  'In  the  Good  Old  Summer 
Time. ' " 

Another  projected  event  is  a 
dramatization  highlighting  some  of 
Wendell's  history,  a  dramatization 
that  will  be  written,  acted  and 
produced  by  Wendell  residents. 

"We're  in  the  process  of  apply- 
ing for  a  grant  from  the  Mass. 
Foundation  for  the  Arts  &  Humani- 
ties, "savs  Emma, "and  hopefully 
we'll  get  funding  for  the  play.  We 
won't  know,  however,  until  the  be- 
ginning of  1981  whether  or  not  the 
project  will  be  funded.'  If  we 
don't  get  the  grant,  we  still  hope 
to  go  ahead  with  the  play." 

A  number  of  people  have  already 
promised  to  participate  in  the  Bi- 
centennial celebration.  Among  them 
are  Ed  Judice,  who  is  putting  to- 
gether a  special  slide  show;  the 
Golden  Age  Club  members  who  are 
planning  to  compile  a  Bicentennial 
cookbook;  the  Old  Home  Day  Commi- 
ttee members  who  anticipate  arrang- 
ing another  Old  Home  Day  celebra- 
tion, the  Historical  Society;  and 
the  Wendell  Post.  In  addition, 
Leonard  Strauss,  principal  of  the 
Swift  River  School,  has  agreed  to 
sponsor  a  special  Wendell  Birth- 
day Party  lunch  for  the  students 
sometime  j_n  ^he  spring,  as  well  as 
a  special  performance  of  th^  his- 
torical play. 

"What  we  desperately  need  now" 
says  Jean  Weber,  another  Bicenten- 
nial Committee  member, "arc  volun- 
teers to  participate  in  the  musi- 
cal event  and  in  the  play.  We 
won't  be  able  to  have  old  fash- 
ioned music  if  we  don't  have  mu- 
sicians. And  we  also  need  people 
who  have  some  experience  in  the- 
atre production  — lighting  and 
directing — as  well  as  people  who 

are  interested  in  doing  some  acting 
and  writing." 

So  the  Bicentennial  plans  pro- 
gress— and  the  Committee  members 
urge  anyone  who  is  interested  in 
volunteering  their  musical  or  thea- 
trical talents  to  get  in  touch 
with  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

Bicentennial  Committee  Members: 
Emma  Cappelluzzo   Jean  Forward 
Broadus  Mitchell   Louise  Mitchell 
Claire  Stewart     Jean  Weber 
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Cold  weather  confining  you? 
Suffering  from  a  bout  of  cabin 
fever?  Relief  is  now  available  at 
your  library. .  lots  of  new  books 
for  your  wintertime  needs.  The 
trustees  purchased  a  variety  of  ma- 
terials in  Nov,  to  please  a  range 
of  ages  and  tastes.  Come  visit  us 
soon! 

On  Dec. 15  the  Library  will 
sponsor  Christmas  films  at  the 
Ladies 'Aid  party  at  the  Town  Hall. 
Titles  include  "On  the  Twelfth 
Day  of  Christmas" ,  "Winter  Bird 
Hike",  and  "Santa  Claus  Suit." 

Nov.  17  -  23  was  Children's 
Book  Week.  The  Library  distributed 
copies  of  information  on  children's 
books,  written  and  complied  by 
Tina  Cohen,  to  parents  of  Head 
Start  students.  Extra  copies  will 
be  available  at  the  Library  for 
interested  patrons. 

The  Library  will  be  planning 
several  winter  events,  including 
the  showing  of  the  videotape  taken 
last  summer  at  Old  Home  Day,  and 
an  evening  of  travel  slides  of 
Latin  America.  Watch  for  the  dates 
to  be  announced. 

The  trustees  and  librarian  wish 
everyone  "Happy  Holidays!" 
Tina  Cohen 
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The  Wendell-New  Salem  Rural 
Arts  Program  continues  to  meet 
bi-weekly  at  the  home  of  Brenda 
Vincent  on  Cooleyville  Rd.  Linda 
Oyering  has  agreed  to  continue  to 
serve  as  president  until  a  re- 
placement is  found.  Jane  Stone 
has  taken  on  the  role  of  treas- 
urer. Madge  Cosseboon  continues 
as  secretary.  The  Stromberg  and 
Cooper  mime  performance  at  Swift 
River  School,  which  was  sponsored 
by  the  group,  was  well  attended 
and  a  definite  success.  The  group 
is  setting  up  adult  programs, 
including  sufi  dancing  for  Janu- 
ary, contra  dances  in  February, 
and  a  variety  of  spring  courses 
and  workshops.  New  members  are 
welcome.  For  information,  call 
Brenda  at  544-3981. 
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processes. 
The  bouse,  -    occuppied,  con- 
space  fo3 - 

students  •      o  coun- 
. 

cation 
L-ence  areas.  This  con- 
\  a]s   Tree  up  space 
L3       L-eviously 
used  for  i  -ative  functic 

e  it.  avai]al.]e  for  o1  I 
.'  c  1  eed  • 
:   Who  owns  Maple  Valley  School? 

,■  '  -  :nell :   Mark  Rosen  and  I  have 

;n  fortunate  enough  to  attract  a 
small  group  of  local  business  and 
professional  people  who  not  only 
believe  in  us,  but  who  also  care 
about  kids.  This  association  has 
been  a  positive  and  vital  one  in 
our  struggle  to  survive  and  grow. 

] :   Has  this  land  been  removed 

m  the  tax  rolls? 

.:'...:   .o.  All  of  the.  real  es- 
,ted  above  is  listed  on  the 
property  tax  rolls  of  Wendell. 

I i  at  do  the  changes  at  Maple 

Valley  mean  to  the  town?  Will  there 
be  or  are  there  more  jobs? 

-  ■■  '  "  :   n/ell,  to  the  extent  that 
Maple  Valley  School  remains  solid 
and  continues  to  develop  —  we  will 
be  able  to  contribute  that  revenue 
in  the  form  of  property  taxes  to 
the  Town  of  Wendell. 

In  addition  to  the  real  estate 
just  referred  to,  included  among 
the  staff  are  18  people  who  live 
and  work  in  Wendell  and  who  either 
own  homes  or  rent  property  in  town. 
This  not  only  generates  added  tax 
revenue  for  the  town,  but  also  re- 
presents more  jobs  and  work  for 
Wendell  townspeople.  As  the  Maple 
Valley  organization  grows,  so  will 
our  ability  to  generate  more  local 
work . 


Bill  and  lane  M«t>r,  ProprieforsTJ 

cIhe  Cupola 

Restaurant 


Hours.- 
Da«l^-ii:y>tH-<)pM  3^  West  Main  St- 

Fri-tsafc-Kiowi-iopN  Oanqe.Ma. 

iClo»eJ  T Jessys &SM    *bu* 
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Post:   With  the  state  talking  aus- 
terity, what  is  Maple  Valley's  plan 
for  the  future? 

Mitchell:   Maple  Valley  School  has 
survived  for  as  long  as  it  has  as  a 
result  of  the  hard  work,  dedication 
and  overall  personal  and  profession 
al  competancy  of  many  good  people. 
Over  our  seven  and  one  half  years 
we  have  established  a  non-profit 
private  social  service  agency  re- 
garded state-wide  as  providing  top- 
notch  programs  for  kids  in  need  of 
help  and  services.  We  have  been  en- 
couraged by  both  the  public  and 
private  sector  to  solidify  our  or- 
ganization and  broaden  our  range  of 
services  to  kids;  However,  these 
developments  are  occurring  in  a 
context  of  state-wide  and  national 
movements  directed  at  slashing  tax- 
es and  significantly  reducing  the 
size  of  government.  Government  * s 
longstanding  commitment  to  inter- 
vene on  behalf  of  the  poor  and  dis- 
advantaged is  being  seriously  call- 
ed into  question.  This  commitment 
has  often  taken  the  form  of  desper- 
ately needed  social  programs.  It  is 
our  nope  that  as  the  loss  of  tax 
revenue  impacts  on  the  budgets  of 
various  state  human  service  agen- 
cies and  school  systems  it  occurs 
in  such  a  way  as  to  protect  those 
wno  are  producing  quality  services 
in  a  cost  effective  manner.  Mark 
and  I  believe  that  even  in  a  cli- 
mate of  austerity  —  if  the  move- 
ments, and  changes  are  rational  and 
reflect  a  fundamental  social  com- 
mitment —  that  Maple  Valley  School 
should  be  o.k.  The  services  we  pro- 
vide do  not  fall  into  the  category 

of  extras  and  frills  we  simply 

provide  our  students  with  the  kinds 
of  human  support  and  educational 
opportunity  that  are  readily  avail- 
able for  the  vast  majority  of 
children  in  our  society.  Programs 
such  as  ours  are  critical  if  we 
are  to  reach  kids  who  truly  need  a 

break  if  they  are  to  become 

productive,  tax  paying  and  contri- 
buting members  of  our  society.  We 
are  aware,  as  are  many  other  in- 
dividuals, groups  and  organizations 
interested  in  similar  or  related 
issues,  that  the  direction  this 
process  takes  will  net  only  have 
profound  inplications  for  kids, 
Maple  Valley,  Wendell  and  Mass., 
but  for  the  health  and  well-being 
of  our  entire  society. 


The  Wendell  Study  Committee 
holds  regular  meetings  on  the  2nd 
Monday  of  each  month.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  on  Men, ,Dec.  8  at 
7:30PM  at  the  Town  Hall.  All  citi- 
zens are  encouraged  to  attend  and 
give  their  vie 

Gladys  Powling  and  Colleen 
Bennett  were  appointed  by  the  Se- 
lectmen on  Oct.  7  as  the  2  new 
committee  members.  Ray  Pup harm e 
resigned  from  the  Committee.  Jerry 
Barilla  was  appointed  to  replace 
him  on  Oct. 2.  Cheryl  Richardson 
and  Christine  Heard  are  the  2  mem- 
bers remaining  from  last  year. 

The  Study  Committee  met  on  Oct. 
3,  Oct.  20,  and  Oct. 27  to  set  goals 
for  secondary  education  in  Wendell. 
A  few  citizens  attended  these  meet- 
ings and  contributed  many  excel- 
lent ideas.  A  general  goal  is  qual- 
ity education  at^an  affordable 
price.         C? 


Some  of  the  specific  goals 
we  established  are: 
-graduates  be  able  to  read,  write, 

and  speak  clear  English 
-graduates  be  able  to  do  simple 

daily  math 
-graduates  be  prepared  for  college 

if  they  so  desire 
-graduates  receive  vocational 

training, if  they  so  desire 
-students  receive  ongoing  physical 

education 
-students  learn  life  skills,  how 

to  deal  with  others,  with  their 

own  emotions,  etc. 
-classes  be  interesting  enough  to 

hold  students'  attention. 

On  Nov.  9,  the  Committee  met 
to  choose  some  specifics  to  look 
at  during  our  1st  visit  to 
Mahar,  such  as  size  of  classes, 
interest  01  students,  vitality  and 
caliber  of  teachers,  conditions  in 
halls  and  cafeteria. 

The  problem  of  exact  figures 
for  our  final  report  has  been  dis- 
cussed several  times.  It  seems 
clear  that  in  April  there  will  be 
no  definite  figures  for  the  costs 
of  various  options.  The  effect  of 
Proposition  2ft   is  very  uncertain, 
except  that  it  is  bound  to  have 
a  large  influence  on  school  bud- 
gets and  costs  to  towns. 

The  possibility  of  educating 
Wendell's  secondary  students  in 
Wendell  was  discussed.  The  Commi- 
ttee felt  that  interest  in  this 
option  was  not  great  enough  and 
the  difficulties  too  great,  to 
pursue  it  further. 

Further  interest  in  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  was  ruled 
out  by  the  Committee  because  of 
the  overwhelming  vote  against 
that  option  during  the  Aug.  town 
meeting. 

On  Nov.  17,  the  Committee 
with  Mr.  Lubinsky  spent  the  en- 
tire day  at  Mahar.  Most  of  the 
day  was  spent  observing  classes; 
we  also  met  with  the  principal 
and  the  vice-principal.  At  lunch 
we  spoke  with  the  woman  who  is 
heading  Mahar' s  self-evaluation 
committee.  Self-evaluation  is 
the  1st  step  in  getting  accredi- 
dation  back.  Mahar  will  be  re- 

teAauiined  in  Nov.  1981;  it  appears 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  becom- 
ing re-accreditated  then.  The  Com- 
mittee plans  to  visit  Mahar  again 
and  to  pay  a  visit  to  Turners  Palls 
High  School  during  Jan.  and  Feb. 

Again,  the  Committee  would  be 
very  glad  to  receive  more  input 
from  interested  citizens.  Attend 
our  Monday  meetings! 
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board,  the  Town's  Shared  Admin. 
Asst.  ,  the  Wendell  CD.,  the  Board 
of  Health,  tne  Town  Clerk,  the 
Highway  Dept. ,  and  the  Wendell  Fire 
Dept.   Says  Selectman  Ken  Simos, 
"The  situation  has  stabilized.  We 
will  increase  services  as  "the  need 
arises.   People  with  special  needs 
will  be  the  first  priority.   People 
who  need  help  will  get  it.   This  is 
not  the  Red  Cross,  but  we  can  han~ 
die  the  needs  of  those  who  need 
help.   The  Wendell  Fire  Dept.  peo-' 
pie  know  each  individual  situation.' 

Meanwhile,  the  Civil  Defense  Dept. 
of  Wendell  has  been  in  contact  with 
state  agencies  ana  private  citizens 
to  help  set  up  systems  for  people 
to  get  water.   Altnough  many  opt- 
ions have  been  explored  and  could 
be  instituted,  the  main  thrust  at 
this  point  is  on  wna"u  private  cit- 
izens can  do.   One  such  effort 
currently  under  way  by  townspeople 
is  the  gathering  of  gallon  milk 
jugs,  which  will  be  made  available 
at  places  where  the  public  has  beer 
invited  to  get  drinking  water. 
(See  Posting  Place.) 

The  immediate  need  for  water  has 
been  met  for  many  by  the  Wendell 
Fire  Dept.   The  Dept.'s  trucks  have 
been  rolling  almost  daily  deliver- 
ing water.   Fire  Chief  Everett 
Ricketts  indicates  that  this  ser- 
vice will  coiiuj_nue   although  win- 
ter weather  and  water  purity  con- 
siderations may  necessitate  chang- 
es along  the  way.    An  alternative 
to  filling  wells  is  to  fill  tubs  or 
containers.   "We  'would  have  to  go 
more  often,  but  we  would  reach  more 
people  efficiently  with  one  tanker 
load."   People  have  the  option  of 
deciding  whether  they  want  their 
containers  or  their  wells  filled. 
Chief  Ricketts  reminds  people  that 
this  water  is  not  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Another  source  of  clean  water 
(for  sanitary  use  only)  is  avail- 
able at  the  Town  Garage  in  a  tank 
called  a  "water  buffalo" ,  which  was 
obtained  through  Wendell  Civil  Def- 
ense.  Citizens  may  draw  from  it 
during  the  Highway  Dept.  work  hours. 
It  should  be  noted  that  tnis  tame 
is  being  held  in  the  Dept. ' s  only 
heated  bay,  and  is  in  the  way  of 
maintenance  operations,  so  this 
service  may  change. 

As  the  Town  becomes  involved  in 
helping  citizens  deal  with  nature's 
obstacles,  several  problems  arise, 
those  of  liability  and  of  expense. 
For  almost  two  months  the  Wendell 
fire-fighters  and  dispatchers  were 
volunteering  their  services,  and 
the  increased  gas  and  equipment 
maintenance  expenses  were  being 
absorbed  by  the  Fire  Dept.   As  this 
became  unwieldy,  the  Selectboard 
recieved  the  o.k.  from  the  Bureau 
of  Accounts  in  Boston  to  transfer 
$5? 000  from  the  Reserve  Account  to 
an  Emergency  Water  Account.   Thomas 
Guermo,  our  Shared.  Administrative 
Assistant  is  busy  trying  to  find 
re-imbursement  funding  from  the 
state.   Guerino  recently  passed  on 
a  letter  to  the  Wendell  Selectboard 
from  Mrs.  Joyce  Hatch,  assistant  tc 
Rep.  William  Benson,  which  was  a 
response  to  his  inquiries  about 
possible  sources  of  funding  for 
Wendell.   According  to  Mrs.  Hatch, 

"Every  action  taken  of  this  sort 
will,  at  best,  produce  a  very  slim 
chance  of  funding  to  be  obtained. 
The  only  time  when  the  Governor'*  s 


office  will  become  involved  in  a 
situation  is  when  the  emergency 
has  existed  for  a  long  period  of 
time.   Unless  this  is  the  case, 
Towns  are  expected  to  have  funus 
available  for  just  this  type  of 
situation."   Other  funding  being 
sought  out  includes  a  low  interest 
(5%)  loan  available  from  the  Farm- 
ers Home  Administration.   However, 
That  money  would  hinge  on  finding 
a  town  water  supply.   A  grant  for 
that  purpose  could  be  available 
from  the  FMHA  office  in  Amherst. 
The  Town  has  long  been  aware  of  the 
need  for  a  central  public  well, 
but,  as  Ken  Simos  explained,  this 
subject  is  still  "on  the  back 
burner" . 

Another  problem  concerns  the 
Town's  liability,  as  Town  trucks 
roll  onto  private  property  deliv- 
ering water.   The  Fire  Dept.  now 
has  citizens  sign  a  form  which  will 
release  the  Town  from  responsibil- 
ity for  damage  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty. 

The  burden  of  the  choice  to  intrc 
duce  foreign  water  into  private 
wells  falls  upon  the  individual. 
The  Town  has  researched  water  pur- 
ity concerns,  and  has  changed  some 
of  its  practices.   Water  is  now 
drawn  from  running  bro.oks ,  as  pond 
water  may  be  of  more  doubtful 
quality. 

Recommendations  to  the  towns- 
people are  as  follows: 
1.)  Use  water  from  the  water 

buffalo  and  fire  trucks  only 
for  household  and  sanitary 
purposes.   This  water  is  not 
for. drinking. 
2.)  Chlorinate  the  water  tu  kill 

uacteria.  Chlorine  tablets  are 
preferable  to  bleach.  It  is 
difficult  to  know  at  what 
level  to  ciorinate,  so  do  it 
with  care. 
3.)   A  well  which  has  had  foreign 
water  introduced  into  it 
should  be  pumped  out  and 
allowed  to  refill  naturally 
before  being  used  for 
drinking.   Have  the  water 
tested. 
Lv. )   Be  aware  thai  contamination  is 
always  an  issue  wnen  inorouuc- 
ing  any  forei&n  subsiance  into 
a  well. 
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When  the  big  red  fire  truck,  the 
old  tanker,  Engine  #2,  rolled  int 
the  driveway  at  Tom  and  Shane 
Devine ' s  house,  their  son,  Ethan 
was  ready  with  his  hat  to  help 
Chief  Ricketts.   Said  Ethan,  "We 
have  no  water I"   Soon,  in  the 
long  shadows  of  pre-noon,  the 
three  watched  as  the  well  filled. 
No  doubt  Ethan  was  able  to  take  a 
bath  that  night. 
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A  simple  and  effective  method 
of  sterilizing  water  to  drink  is 
to  boil  it  for  not  less  than  five 
minutes. 

For  household  use,  Chlorine 
added  to  water  will  destroy  most ■ 
organisms,  although  amoebic  dys- 
entery germs  can  live  in  heavily 
chlorinated  water  as  long  as  15 
days.  Chlorine  bleach  should  not 
be  used  because  it  contains  other 
additives.  Emergency  chlorination 
of  water  is  accomplished  as  follows 

(1)  Dissolve  1  heaping  table- 
spoon (approx.  }£oz)  of  chloride 
of  lime  in  2  gallons  of  water; 

2)  After  mixing  thoroughly, 
allow  the  solution  to  stand  for 
30  minutes; 

3)  Add  1  part  of  this  solution 
to  100  parts  of  water  to  be  ster- 
ilized; 

4-)  Let  the  chlorinated  water 
stand  for  30  min.  before  using, 
which  gives  the  chemical  time  to 
be  effective. 

The  chlorine  content  of  water 
gradually  diminishes  until  it  dis- 
appears and  is  no  longer  effective. 
Waters  of  varying  characteristics 
respond  differently  to  chlorinatior 
those  containing  a  high  percentage 
of  oxidizable  matter  often  require 
larger  doses  to  make  them  safe. 
Therefore  absolute  reliance  can- 
not be  placed  on  home  methods  of 
sterilizing  water  with  chemicals. 

Cold  water  has  less  bacteria 
content  than  warm  water. 


Joseph  A.  Diemand 

fflORfnooiiouiRiiTo 


TOWING  WITH  ALL  WHEELS  OFF  ROAD 
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-ndell  Historical  Socie 

. 
at  the  home  of  Pat  Judice.  All  are 
welcome.  Plans  for       ear's 
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Lucas  Richard  Stowell 

Bon-:  Oct.  28,  1980  at  Henery 

Haywood  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Gardner. 
Mother:  Patricia  Susan  Stowell 
Father:  Philip  Edward  Stowell 

Locks  Hill  Rd. .  Wendell 
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■ass  2  lis        -  ivers  are 
eded  :-ll  Highway  Dept. 

Lable  to  do  snow  removal 
folic      Inter  storms. 
Please  contact  Joe  Williams  at  the 
.ay  Dept. 
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families  are  off-  - 
c   sources  on  their  land  to 
;ople  to  draw  from  during 
ater  emergenc.  : 
Al  Die:     -  •     1,  Mormon  Hoi 
Roa  . 

■Joe  Hart j ens  -   a  sprd       .    ..endell 
Depot   Road. 

Joe  Diemand  -  artesian  well,  Mormon 
Hollow  Road. 

]    iauton  -  a  well,  Wickett  Pond 
. 
illness  or  other  hardship 
should  prevent  a  Wendell  person 
from  being  able  to  get  water,  vol- 
ers  are  available  to  he 
Further  information  can  be  had 
Tallin      -  Clerk  Annie  Hart- 
(4-6052)  or  Civil  Defense  Dir- 
)j   .and  (-4—3806) 

HoitscttoCfC  Xddfer 

;ens  can  be  placed  o 
■:ov   water  delivery  by  Wendell 
Fire  Dept.  dispatchers  Jackie  Rio- 
Is    s  (4-3494)  and  Del  Williston 

(  -6951 ) 

Clear:  water  is  available  at  the 
.  during  wc 
from  a  "water  buffalo" 
s  housed  in  a  heated 
a  contain   . 
Th  ooth  these  sour- 

:'or  sanitary  and  household 
. 
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-  -  tolen  from 

>in 
10-y-tsO  Window  broken  at  Depot 

store 
10-16-80  Lynn  Ready  reported 

■    - 
10-i9-8w  Windows  broKen  Socoi 

■  store 
10-25-80  One-  -    cident  at 

Rd. ,  no  in- 
juries 
10-26-80  Boar,  motor,  and  scuba 
tanks  reported  stolen 
from  Bill  Golden  resi- 
dence 
11-1-eO  One-car  accident  a~ 

Depot  Hill,  no  xn juries 
Il-i6-tt0  Joe  Hartjens  reported 

cabin  vandalized  on  his 
proper/ 
11-16-80  Breaic  a.  Clark's  resi- 
dence 
11-20-80  One-car  accident  New 

Salem  RcT.  ,  no  injuries 


Peter  A  Hamacbe  of  West  Mineral 
Rd.  ,  MilDers  Falls  and  Kat.hy  L. 
PowlJng  of  Locks  Village  Rd. ,  Wen- 
del],  married  in  Greenfield,  Mass. 
at  Second  Congregational  Church,- 
Sept.  20,  1980. 

Harold  M.  Flynn,  Jr.  of  Monta- 
gue Rd. ,  Wendell  and  Joyce  King 
Dietel  of  Montague  Rd. ,  Wendell 
married  on  Montague  Rd.  ,  Wendel]  , 
Sept.  20,  1980. 
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8/28/80  Cerosimo  Lumber  Co.,  Inc. 
to  Constance  Bennett,  2.63  A 
on  Jennison  Road. 

9/22/80  Cerosimo  Lumber  Co. ,  Inc. 
to  Harold  Stowell,  3. 07  A  on 
■Jennison  Road. 

9/17/80  Keith  C.  &  Katherine 

Fiske  to  R.  Adin  &  Mary  Gil- 
man,  Eldg.  8-  2  A  en  II.  Main. 

9/18/80  Richard  A.  &  Sandra  L. 
Gross  to  Dean  K.  &  Colleen 
Bennett,  13  A 

9/19/80  Douglas  A.'  &  Lois  Johnson 
to  Dcuglas  A.  Johnson,  Bldg. 
&  13  A  on  Wendell  Depot  Rd. . 

7/31/80  Dcuglas  A.  8-  Lois  Johnson 
to  Douglas  A.  Johnson,  23  A 
on  Wendell  Depot  Rd. 

9/23/80  Herbert  M.  McAvoy  to  Jo- 
sephine McAvoy  8c  Beverly  M. 
Trousdale,  Locks  Village  Rd. 

9/5/80   Gerald  D.  8c  Judith  D. 

Powling  to  James  H.  8c  Claire 
V.  Paddock,  Bldg.  &  40  A  on 
Locks  Village  Rd. 

9/8/80   Charles  B.  8c  Janet  I. 

Rich  to  Byron  J.  Ricketts, 
Camp  &  2  A  on  Wichett  Pond 
Road . 
10/29/80  Mary  Anne  K.  Sutliff  to 
J.  Christopher  Basiletti  & 
Jane  E.  Manowsky,  Bldg.  8c 
1  A  on  Mail.  Street. 


9_30-80  House  fire  at  Holmes, 

Stone  Ra. 
lu_2-80  Skidder  fire  at  Skreba 

residence,  Hew  Salem  Rd. 
10-2-80  Brush  fire  at  Shutes- 

bury-Wendeli  line 
10-y-tsvj  False  alarm  at  Swift 

River  Schoox 
10-o-SO  Chimney  fire,  David 

Bardsley  residence 

(different  chimney) 
11-11-80  Railroad  fire  east  of- 

Farlej  Crossing 
11-15-80  Illegal  burning  at 

Davis  Turn  Rd. 
11-16-80  Orange  dump  fire, 

Mutual  Aid 


The  Wendell  Post  recieved  notice 
that  Byron  Ricketts  of  West  Rd. , 
Wendell  has  been  selected  to  speak 
at  Boston's  400th  birthday  in  the 
year  2030.  Byron  is  one  of  ten  New 
Englanders  asked  to  videotape  thiei 
personal  messages  which  will  be 
placed  in  a  Time  Capsule  with  othe: 
memcid.es  of  1980.  This  Time  Capsul< 
wil'.l  be  held  at  The  Boston  Museum 
of  Science  for  50  years  and  will 
be  opened  in  2030. 

WNAC  TV  Channel  7  and  the  Bos- 
ton Museum  of  Science  invited  New 
England  residents  to  participate 

in  celebrating  Boston's  400th 
birthday,  50  years  early. 

Byron's  message  to  us  is:   "In 
1980  mankind  has  not  learned  to 
live  together  peacefully  and 
harmonicfusly.   We  continue  sowing 
the  seeds  of  racial,  religious 
and  political  hatred  among  our 
young.   Hopefully  by  now,  this  gen- 
eration has  burned  forever  the 
crops  of  hatred,  and  replanted 
fields  with  love  and  understanding, 
so  that  mankind  can  finally  rejoice 
in  the  harvest  of  peace  and  har- 
mony. " 

Thank  you  Byron  for  your  words 
of  wisdom., 

SMftortS  f=l%tns 

The  Arts  Council  of  Franklin  Co- 
unty has  announced  that  the  Rodney 
Hunt  Co.  of  Orange  has  partially 
underwritten  the  costs  of  the  Arts 
Council's  Film  Series,  INTERNATION- 
AL CELLULOID. 

The  Audience  Development  Project 
of  which  INTERNATIONAL  CELLULIOD 
is  a  part,  is  being  conducted  by 
the  Arts  Council  in  cooperation 
with  the  Franklin  County  Commiss- 
ioners. Through  the  program  the 
Arts  Council  provides  technical 
assistance  to  Orange  in  an  effort 
to  increase  the  number  of  quality 
cultural  events  available  in  the 
area  and  to  build  an  audience  for 
these  activities. 

INTERNATIONAL  CELLULOID  is  a 
series  of  foreign  and  domestic 
feature  films,  with  selected  shor- 
ts, .offered  once  monthly — on  Fri- 
days in  the  Orange  Senior  Center 
and  Sundays  at  the  Arts  Council  in 
Ireenfield.  The  films  were  orginal- 
ly  planned  for  Saturdays  in  Orange , 
but  due  to  a  scheduling  conflict 
they  have  been  switched  to  Fridays. 
Ml   programs  begin  at  7:30  and  have 
an  admission  charge  of  $2   for  adults 
and  $1  for  children  12  and  under. 
Dhe  next  films,  scheduled  for  Dec, 
12  and  14,  are  "Sunset  Boulevard" 
and  "Quasi  at  the  Quackadero." 
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Northeast  Utility  has  volun- 
tarily halted  spraying  along 
its  lines  in  Wendell  and  other 
towns  m  Western  Massachusetts 
until  March  1,  1981.   The 
Wendell  ban  on  large  scale 
herbicide  oi  pesticide  .spraying, 
the  most  forceful  of  many  ex- 
pressions of  public  concern  made 
this  year  in  the  Commonwealtn, 

contributed  to  NU's  decision* 
But  Wenaeli  Selectmen  Ken  isimos 
is  doubtful  that  the  voted  by- 
law will  resemble  what  may  act- 
ually be  in  effect  March  1  when 
the  ban  enus.   "The  Attorney 
General's  Office  will  probably 
butcher  the  by-law" ,  Simos  said 
recently.   "And",  he  added, 

"NU  Knows  this.", 

In  his  view, -the  by-products 

remaining  from  the  Attorney 
General-s  review  ma.y  be  useu.  by 
the  Town  as  the  basis  of  a  new 
by-law. "I  hope  people  will  then 
vote  the  restrictions  on  spray- 
ing which  they  feel  are  necessary 
and  yet  ^possible  for  us  to  en- 
force within  the  context  of 
broader  determinations  by  the 
state."   Simos  feels  that  the 
practical  course  relies  on  mu- 
tual acc<jmOu.auj.on.   "Bur",  he 
emphasized,  "the  final  determina- 
tions may  be  made  in  the  courts 
as  a  result  of  our  seeking  an  in- 
junction." 

By  the  end.  oi  November  ,  the 
Town  should  have  received  from 
the  Attorney  General's  Office  a 
review  of  the  prouuse^.  D^-law. 
If  no  response  has  been  received 
by  that  time  -  90  days  from  sub- 
mission -  the  by-law  is  presumed 
to  be  effective. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Wbu>»bjl± 
Selectmen  anticipate  further 
meetings  with  the  utility  to 
discuss  alternative  methods  of 
control.   In  early  Novemoer  tne 
Board  sent  a  letter  to  NU  re- 
questing iniormation  about  the 
costs  of  spraying,  anu  cutting. 
When  a  reply  is  received,  tne 
follow-up  meeting  will  be  sche- 
duled.  "The  Selectmen" ,  Simos 
said,  "look  for  a  solution  short 
of  enforcement" . 

The  most  stringent  legislation 
governing  the  use  of  herbicides 
will  probably  be  offered  in  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature 
by  Representative  Roucrt  Cerasoli 
of  Quincy  and  Weymouth.   Cerasoli 
proposes  that  all  utilities  be 
required  to  provide  advance  noti- 
fication s~  tnao  puulic  hearings 
may  be  called  well  in  advance  of 
spray  dates.   Nozzle  spraying 
would  still  be  permitted  but  only 
if  basa-L-Lj  applied;  that  is, 
within  24-  inches  of  tne  ground 
or  by  direct  injection.   Cera- 
soli 's  bill  comes  closest  to 
Wendell  s  point  of  view  in  its 
requiremsiio  tnat  all  spraying 
must  be  approved  by  abutters 
within  150  yards  of  the  opera- 
tion.  How  vegetation  control  is 
to  be  achieved  if  abutters  re- 
fuse to  give  their  approval, 
however,  is  not  spelled  out. 

What  Randy  Ment  of  Greenpeace, 
wmcn  1-  supporting  Cerasoli 's 
bill,  would,  like  see  established 
is  a  firm  policy  of  local  deter- 
mination.  In  Ment's  view,  towns 
shoulu  dei ermine  the  manner  of 
control  most  suitable  for  their 
residents  ana  then  contract  with 


the  utilities  to  oeriorm  tne 
worx  and  get  paid  for  it.   Ment 
looks  forward  to  pilot  projects 
south  of  Boston  to  demons  ux-ate 
the  practicality  of  this-  approach 
perhaps  in  Cerasoli 's  district 
where  spraying  may  already  have 
created  specific  health  hazards. 

According  to  Ment,  it  seems 
likely  that  the  spraying  along 
Boston  Edison  Number  4-  in  Wey- 
mouuu  in  ly/b  is  linked  to  abor- 
tion and  severe  hemorraging  ex- 
perienced 5  days  later  by  two 
pregnant  women  who  liveu.  a  few 
yards  from  the  right  of  way. 
Boston  Edison  tuoK  soil  samples  a 
year  and  a  half  after  this  acute 
exposure  and  found  resiaual  levels 
too  low  to  be  contributary  to 
either  event. 

Joan  Irish  of  the  Massachusetts 

Audubon  Suciety  sa^s  01  rianvei 

D  and  similar  formulations  that 

"not  enough  is  .known  about  these 
chemicals  to  justify  their  use. 

Irish  is  esir,cu_1.au_ity  c^ix^ernea  witn 
the  mixing  of  chemicals.   "Every- 
body is  spraying  -  farmers,  rail- 
roads, utilities  -  with  pesticides 
and  herbicides,  and  no  one  knows 
what  effects  may  arise  from  their 
possible  combinations."   She  cited 
a  case  in  Sharon  where  spraying 
for  mosquitoes  was  performed  by 
one  agency  on  a  Monday  and  for 
gypsy  moths  by  another  agency  on 
Tuesday. 

Wendeil  resident  Nina  Keller 
whose  experience  witn  NU  directly 
led  to  the  by-law  prohibiting 
spraying  echoes  Irish's  concerns. 
"Pesticides  ana  heroicides  are 
very  similarly  constructed. 
Everyone  knows  about  2,4-D  be- 
cause it  was  in  Agent  Orange ,  but 
there  are  many  other  constituents 
which  are  probably  just  as  dan- 
gerous. 

Over  at  Northeast  Utility, 
Art  Brodeur  stresses  that  his 
company  is  one  of  the  environ- 
mentally concerned  in  the  country. 
According  to  Bruaeur ,  Banvei  01 
its  equivalent  can  be  bought  at 
Agwa,y.   "Everybody  uses  this 
stuff;  we  don't  want  to  be  dis- 
criminated a6u>j.ust.   We  volun- 
tarily postponed  our  spraying 
operations  until  March  in  the 
hope  of  getting  some  unifu^m 
rules. " 

Right  now  that  Iooks  optim- 
istic. 

The  Town  Clerk  is  expecting  to 
hear  from  the  Attorney  General  tms 
coming  week. 
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Snap-shots  from  the  Wendell 
Halloween  Party,  sponsored  by 
the  Ladies*  Aid  show  some 
strange  looking  children  out 
that  nieht. 
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LOU  ON  THE  LOOSE  -  NOV.,  1980 

Hello  from  Lou  to  you!  Yesterday 
the  winter  unquestionably  arrived 
and  with  almost  a  foot  of  snow  on 
the  ground,  the  time  has  come  to 
contemplate  some  wintertime  pur- 
suits. Of  course,  there's  always 
Scrabble,  reading  and  writing, 
knitting  and  the  infamous  TV;  but 
Lou's  thinking  about  music.  Sure 
you  can  put  a  disc  on  your  record 
player,  but  what  do  you  do  if  you 
want  to  make  your  own  music? 

Now  there  is  something  for  all 
of  us  with  the  urge  to  create  our 
own  sounds  (however  terrible  they 
may  be).  There's  a  music  store  in 
Orange!  Though  the  "Grand  Opening" 
is  a  few  weeks  off,  Scott  Ritter 
and  Mike  Hill(of  Guess  Who's  Rest- 
araunt)  have  combined  to  open  High 
Strung  Music,  a  modest  but  full 
service  store  on  East  Main  Street 
in  Orange.  In  the  past,  Lou  has 
reported  on  Scott's  and  sister 
Pam's  various  musical  activities, 
Scott  most  recently  with  the  highly 
musical  bluegrass  outfit  Plain 
Dealing.  Having  heard  rumors  of 
Scott's  intention  to  open  a  music 
store,  Lou  chanced  upon  High 
Strung' s  doorway  recently  and  went 
in  to  take  a  look-see.  Here's  what 
I  fount. 

First,  to  locate  High  Strung, 
you  must  find  the  red-colored  door- 
way to  the  second  story  at  17  East 
Main  Street,  the  first  floor  of 
which  is  now  an  office  for  the 
Greenfield  Recorder.  That's  more 
or  less  across  from  Plotkin's  Furn- 
iture. As  I  climbed  the  stair,  the 
sounds  and  smells  of  woodworking 
caught  my  notice  and  I  came  upon 
Scott  Ritter  busily  preparing  wood- 
en guitar  racks  for  the  new  shop. 
He  gladly  took  a  break  to  show  me 
around  and  talk  about  High  Strung 
Music.  The  idea  grew  from  Mike  Hill 
and  Scott's  love  of  acoustic  music 
and  their  perception  of  a  need  for 
a  local  music  supply  store  direct- 
ly responsive  to  the  community. 
And,  as  Scott  put  it,  he  and  other 
area  professionals  are  tired  of 
driving  20  miles  for  an  overpriced 
set  of  strings. 

At  this  stage,  the  shop  con- 
sists of  one  or  two  rooms,  the 
main  room  being  the  guitar/banjo 
'showroom".  The  second  room  will  be 
used  for  further  display  or  music 
lessons  as  the  need  arises.  So  far 
you  can  see  a  variety  of  guitars 
and  banjos  from  low-priced  student 
models  to  gorgeous  top-shelf 
Guilds.  On  another  v/all  hang  the 
beginnings  of  Scott's  complete 
line  of  instrument  accessories 
from  strings  to  straps,  picks  to 
pick-ups,  and  everything  in  be- 
tween. Initially,  Scott  will  be 
stocking  the  items  most  commonly 
used  by  area  professionals  and  he 
encourages  local  musicians. to  drop 
in  and  indicate  their  preferences. 

Want  to  learn  to  play?  Scott 
and  other  local  pros  will  be  offer- 
ing instrument  lessons  through  the 
shop  and  already  they  have  two 
guitar  and  two  banjo  students.  Got 
a  problem  with  your  instrument? 
Minor  repairs  and  adjustments  will 
be  handled  at  the  store  and  major 
repairs  and  refinishing  will  be 
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DECEMBER  3,  1980,  TUESDAY  AT  7:30  P.M. 
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t  Article  1 :  To  see  if  the  Town  will  voue  to  appropriate  from  Overlay  Sur- 

Splus  a  sum  to  purchase  a  used  Backhoe  for  the  Highway  Dept.  or  take  any 
action  thereon. 
J  Article  2:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  Overlay  Sur- 
^  plus  a  sum  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with/an  equal  sum  provided  by  the 
k,  Town  of  Erving  to  be  used  to  evaluate  the  jointly  owned  bridges  across 

Sthe  Millers  River  at  Erving  Center  and  Farley  or  take  any  action  there- 
on. 
J|  Article  3:   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  ap- 
^  ]        !  from  available  funds  an  additional  sum  for  Bills  of  Prior 


k  years  or  take  any  action  thereon. 
J  Article  4:   To  see  if  the  Town  wj 


J  onal  $28,200.00  available  under  the  Federal  Safer  Off  Road  Sy 

S%  permanent  construction  of  Montague  Road,  and  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  enter  into  contract  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
m  Department  of  Public  Works,  and  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the 

I 


appropriate  a  sum  for  the  Wiring  Inspector  Salary  or  take  any  action  J 
thereon.  ^ 

Article  3:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  t 
funds  an  additional  sum  for  the  Comprehensive  Insurance  Account  or  take  k 
any  action  thereon.  J 

Article  6:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  J 
funds  an  additional  sum  for  the  Tax  Collector's  Expense  Account  or  take  J 
any  action  thereon.  k 

Article  7-  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  k 
funds  the  aaaitional  sum  of  $9,999-00  for  the  Stabilization  Fund  or  take  J 
any  action  thereon.  J 

Article  8:   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  Sale  of  J| 
Lumber  Account  $3,545-00  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  raised  amount  of  the 
Schools  and  Education  Account  or  take  any  action  thereon. 
Article  9:   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
from  free  cash  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  to  reduce  the  Tax  Rate  or 
take  any  action  thereon. 

10:  .To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  and  expend  an  additi-K 
vailable  under  the  Federal  Safer  Off  Road  System  for    k 


approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  100  per  cent 
reimbursement ,  or  to  take  any  vote  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 
Article  11:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  tne  plan  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Wendell  Free  Library  to  study  the  feasibility 
and  funding  resources  for  an  energy  efficient  addition  to  the  public 
library  physical  plant  and  to  hold  public  hearings  on  this  issue  and 
to  report  findings  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  at  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Article  12:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  enlarge  the  Library  Board 
from  its  present  six  member  Board  to  a  nine  member  Board  consisting  of 
six  elected  members  to  each  serve  for  a  three  year  period  and  three 


! 


,  appointed  members  to  each  serve  for  a  three  year  period;  said  elected 
m  members  to  be  elected  at  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  such  a  man- 
k  ner  that  one-third  of  said  Boara  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  annually, k 
^  or  take  any  action  thereon.  k 

J  Article  13:  To  transact  any  other  legal  business  that  may  come  before   k 
J  said  meeting.  ^ 


J, 


farmed-out  to  a  nearby  instrument 
maker.  And  though  High  Strung  Mus- 
ic will  focus  on  acoustic  folk  in- 
struments, they  can  and  will  order 
anything  your  muse  requires. 

As  you  can  tell,  Lou  is  quite 
excited  about  High  Strung  and  what 
it  means  to  the  area  music  scene. 
Oh  yes,  High  Strung  will  be  open 
12-7  daily,  and  closed  Wed.  Hope 
I  got  that  right.  Do  drop  in! 

So  as  not  to  ignore  the  local 
scene  this  column,  I  present  a 
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couple  other  milestones.  First,  the 
"death"  of  WSLE-FM  as  we  know  it. 
Give  it  a  listen  if  you  really  want 
to  hear-  their  new  direction.  And 
second,  the  "birth"  of  Jeff  Bauman's 
Wendell  Studio.  He's  open  for  bus- 
iness and  already  quite  busy. 

My  cramped  hand  tells  me  that's 
enough  for  this  month.  Lou  will 
pick-up  on  all  things  local  in  the 
next  issue.  Til  then,  so  long. 

Lou  Caboose 


KLONDIKE  SOUND  CO. 

Professional  Sound  Systems 

SALES         -         RENTALS 

STAGE  MANAGEMENT 

John  "Klondike"  Koehler 

617-544-2744 

BEAR  MOUNTAIN.  WENDELl,   MA.   01379 


